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SUBJECT: GOM TO PROHIBIT IMPORTATION OF US TRACKED VEHICLES 

1. A HIGHLY RELIABLE AMERICAN INDUSTRIAL LEADER INFORMED 
CONOFF THAT, AT CONFERENCE TO BE HELD IN ACAPULCO 
BEGINNING APRIL 18, A LEADING MANUFACTURER'S REPRESENTATIVE 
OF THE AMERICAN TRACTOR INDUSTRY WILL REVEAL THAT GOM 
WILL PROHIBIT THE IMPORTATION OF ALL TRACKED AGRICULTURAL, 
CONSTRUCTION AND MINING VEHICLES, WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THOSE 
OF A SINGLE SUPPLIER. THE REPORT WILL STATE THAT OF SOME 

10,000 UNITS OPERATING IN MEXICO, 8,000 WILL BE LEFT 
WITHOUTIMPORT CONNECTIONS TO THEIR PRODUCERS. 

2. THE SINGLE EXCEPTION WILL BE THE JAPANESE FIRM KAMATSU, 
WHOSE POLITICAL POSITION HAS BEEN ENHANCED BY ITS 
AGREEMENTS TO JOINT VENTURE PRODUCTION IN MEXICO OF HEAVY 
EQUIPMENT IN PARTNERSHIP WITH GOM. AMERICAN COMPETITOR 
REJECTED SIMILAR JOINT VENTURE PROPOSAL BECAUSE OF RELUCTANCE 
TO ACCEPT GOM NATIONAL CONTENT REQUIREMENTS. 

3. EXPORTS OF AMERICAN-MADE COMPLETE UNITS AND SPARE PARTS 
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LOCAL MANUFACTURE WILL PROBABLY BE LOST? BECAUSE THE AMERICAN 
FIRM. WHICH HAD PLANNED JOINT VENTURE WITH PRIVATE ENTERPRISE, 

IS NOW LESS LIKELY TO ATTEMPT MEXICAN PRODUCTION, EVEN IF 
AGREEMENT CAN BE REACHED ON LOCAL CONTENT. WERE THE 
AMERICAN SUBSIDIARY TO BECOME THE SUPERIOR PRODUCER, IT 
FEARS, THE GOM WOULD INSTITUTE DISCRIMINATORY REGULATIONS, 

AS IN THE COCA COLA CASE, IN ORDER TO PROTECT ITS OWN 
INVESTMENT. 

LAMBERT 
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